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Greetings to all in this New Year, I would like to share some of our plans for the coming year in this newsletter. First of all we should have had our first SDTA race already but who know that it would be freezing with light snow on the day of the first scheduled race. So we will be having our first event this coming Saturday January 16th at Thunderbowl Speedway here in Ocala. We are looking forward to renewing friendships from the past year as well as making new friends and being involved in the competition again. God willing I will get better at riding flat track in the coming year and have a better showing. In that same vein I finally have insurance (hope it is not needed) but it is nice to know that it is available if necessary. Being involved with SDTA is truly a blessing and Marti and I consider those folks our new “congregation”. I will probably never preach a “pulpit message” to any of them but prayerfully they will see the love of Christ through us and feel comfortable working with us in the years to come.

Speaking of plans I have heard it said “when we plan God laughs” and that may be true but plans are a necessity of life. As we move forward through the year I intend to keep on my workout program, which has been paying off, with the intention of riding either motocross or hare scrambles sometime in 2010. Marti hasn’t said much about this yet although I know she is praying for me to use wisdom and common sense. I hope to do so but look at this as an opportunity to expand our ministry. Please make this a matter of prayer. While on the subject of expanding as of this writing we are now licensed by the state of Florida as a ministry and are in the process of joining the National Fellowship of Raceway Ministries. Both are large steps in us being a viable entity. Praise be to the Lord for His goodness.

I didn’t know anything about the National Fellowship of Raceway Ministries until they contacted us. One of the SDTA competitors had told one of their chaplains about us and contacted me. He said they were formed primarily to reach out to NASCAR competitors but were anxious to expand to other forms of racing as well. We were invited to their national meeting which we unfortunately could not attend (Marti is still doing the work thing, will be nice when she is able to retire) but the invitation was nice and appreciated. We hope to be a part of their organization and use that participation to enhance the ministry efforts. It was rewarding to have one of the SDTA fellows share about us to another minister, kind of makes one feel like we are making inroads.

On a completely different subject we did have one practice in December at Thunderbowl speedway which was well attended. Had one rider go down with minimal injures and others with no injuries so it was good that way. I received some coaching by a couple of riders who are more experienced which paid off with faster lap times. The methods used in flat track are almost contrary to most of the other dirt riding techniques I have learned over the years and it is good to have someone with knowledge take you under their wing to help you improve. These riders will probably never really know how grateful I am for their help although I told them just that.

As I conclude this month’s newsletter I want to share that Marti and spent the week of January 4th through the 8th in Brooksville. Sadly she had to work every day but Friday and while she was at work I rode in the Croom motorcycle park every day. I was able to renew acquaintances from 2009 with several of the hare scrambles riders I had met previously, pray with and for some of them and do several bike blessings. That will probably be a frequent trip in the near future as I try to stay close to those guys and minister to them whenever possible. Marti was able to ride her four-wheeler on Friday, in the rain, and meet a young couple who were new to riding in the dirt. They were very interested in our ministry and left us with a blessing. We are looking forward to a great ministry year and to serving our Lord by being there to help the people we are involved with whenever necessary in any way possible. My verse for 2010 is Luke 12:31 which states “But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you” (KJV). What things? All that is necessary in life and after life as well as the added blessings God allows us to enjoy daily. Until next month, God bless.                                                 Jay

Prayer Requests;

Continued traveling mercies

Safety at the races

Financial blessings

No mechanical breakdowns

Our son

Expanded ministry opportunities

Application to National Fellowship of Raceway Ministries to be approved.

